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Reflecting with Thanks,
Moving Forward with Purpose

FY 2025 ANNUAL REPORT



A Letter from Africano Waltham
Leadership

Dear Friends of Africano Waltham,

Thank you for standing with us and helping make 2025 a year of meaning, growth, and impact
for Africano Waltham and the families we serve.

This year, our work continued to meet people where they are—rooted in care, culture, and
possibility. We supported youth through academic tutoring and college preparation, nurtured
creativity through safe and expressive spaces for dance, drumming, theater, and DJing, and
remained present for families and senior citizens navigating everyday challenges. One of the
most powerful moments of the year was celebrating high school and college graduations—
milestones that reflect not only individual achievement, but the collective resilience and
determination of a community that continues to move forward, even in the face of ongoing
challenges.

Behind the scenes, we also invested deeply in strengthening our foundation. The
implementation of Salesforce for Nonprofits marked an important step forward, allowing us to
track impact more thoughtfully and respond more precisely to the needs of the 860
households we serve. These systems help ensure that our work remains accountable,
responsive, and centered on quality—because trust matters, and so does follow-through.

None of this would be possible without you. Our partners, funders, and community members
continue to believe in this work, walk alongside us, and help carry the vision forward. Your
support is not just appreciated—it is felt every day, in real lives and real progress.

As community needs continue to intensify, timely and flexible operating support is especially
crifical in this moment—allowing us to respond in real time, sustain trusted programs, and
remain a steady presence for families who cannot afford gaps in care.

With sincere gratitude and shared hope for what's ahead,
Africano Waltham Leadership

Juliet Najjumba and Dorothy K. Mugabi

Dorothy K. Mugabl
Managing Director

Jullei T. Nauumba
Founder/ CEO

EDUTAINMENT COMMUNITY  EMPOWERMENT
A Community Asset Like No Other!



Our Mission and Vision

Our Mission is to empower African immigrant families, youth, and elders through education, cultural
connection, wellness support, and community engagement — helping individuals thrive while
strengthening the community as a whole. We create safe, welcoming spaces where people can learn,
connect, grow, and feel a sense of belonging. At the heart of our work is a simple belief: when families
are supported, children thrive, and communities grow stronger.

Our Vision is a A strong, connected

community where African immigrant

families feel supported, valued, and
equipped to succeed across generations.




Programs

Salem State University, Bachelor of

Science in Healtheare Studies

overview

Spacicl thanss:
Fwould lEe to thank my parents for not conforming to societal

support they gove me throughout this journey because it was a
long and difficult one. | didn't go the traditional “groduate high
school in America, apply to os many colieges os you can and
secure multiple scholarships™ route but best believe | eamed my
degree in less thon 3 years, WITHOUT DEET, dll thanks to my

Student

Youth and education FEECtlElLL

Students graduated from high school
and began college in the fall.

5

8 Students graduated from college

Youth engaged in summer learning,
+or’rs, leadership and Saturday
enrichment programs

A message to the pgrents gnd guordions of immigrant
youkhe | isten to your cheldren when they speak to yow
Try to be an active lstener and don't only lsten ko
respond. Heor gour kids and see therm They need all
the support they con get especiolly at this stage.

norms and allowing me to be my cun person. 'm grateful for the T TNALE there & money nursing and it's o beautiful

career, it is not eueryone’s dream coresr. Don't force
your Fds into fulds they are not interested

There are so many struggles n colleges ond most of
us ore trging to find our identities, don't tobe it
athemibise whemn Loir id mpeds Sorme SpaCE

Lastly, i you howe kids in high school, utilize the
Africano college prep progrom You'll be amazed at
o oy doors will be-opened for your children

A mesoge to the mmmigmomt youth n middle, high
school or enteving college Do something thot you are
passionate obout when you go to college . It's mot worth
poing into debt for o mojor yow'll be droppng in one
yeor's time. There & going to be 50 much odisce from.
different people but toke it ol with o grom of salt A lot
of people willl soy you con't do i, prove them wrong!

Thank you Africano Waltham for helping us breok the
barriers in cur way. In o society that was designed to
foll us, you gouve us all the tools to succeed ond
explore opportunities. Thank you for oll the college
dinners. God knows we needed those to recouver from
the stressful semesters
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An example of
Saturday program

This year, the
Twejjukanye senior
citizens came out
as the 15 place
winners during a
lively community
debate on African
and American

parenting styles,
highlighting the k I;RAI&ﬁMy@WKANIO.ﬂ-IAM

value of lived EDUCATOL ColLL Ly N +
experience and
wisdom.

Debates are one
of the many ways
Africano Waltham
encourages
intergenerational
dialogue—an
essenfial but often
overlooked need
in our community.




Programs

overview

Activities: simple workout, puzzles, adult
education, computer classes, field trips,
visits from various medical professionals etc

79 A) of the seniors feel very well

connected and feel strong positive impact

Twejjukanye senior programming
Tuesdays: 10am-2pm




Families,

community
support and
basic needs ”

Community food and

60 Oeﬁnﬁqls distribution days P ro g rams

Pounds of food was distributed
per month on average

overview

Families twice monthly with groceries
and hygiene supplies

37

Families received emergency cash
assistance



Progrgms Mental health, wellbeing and
overview work force development

72% Students said Africano Waltham made a very strong

positive impact in their lives

Students said workforce development opportunities helped

94% them very much, including the leaders of fomorrow

tsessions, paid performances, leadership roles etc..

Psycho-social supports provided across youth
5 O+ resulted in strong positive differences in their lives.




Stage performances

« Students are the trainers
themselves and performers too

« students build confidence,

Team spirit, independence,
a strong sense of belonging,
talent development and more.

« Students performed on over 25
stages reaching over 2000
people with their talents



How We Support Each Other

This overview of Africano Waltham'’s village in action is our ultimate style
to best serve our community. Culture, young people, and families
support each other so everyone can feel safe, supported, and hopeful.

Our Community Pathway (2026)
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Africano Waltham strengthens quality of life

by pairing services with guidance, referrals, When we're connected, we all rise.
and clear next steps for every stage of life.




THE PARTNERSHIPS THAT SUSTAIN US

OUR FUNDERS

Hria

Barr Foundation

Waltham Cultural Council
Rockland trust

Village Bank

Ma Dept. of Health

Jones Partnership Fund
Waltham Rotary Club
DCU 4 Kids

Wild Geese

Metrowest Health Foundation
Community foundation for Metrowest
Masshumanities

Boston children hospital
Agnes Lindzay Foundation
Alice Willard Dorr
Common wealth of MA
Frank Reed

Parpetual

I"'m still here

Jones Partnership

PARTNERS & COLLABORATORS

Watch CDC

Abel Designs

Bryan Madia

Radio Uganda Boston

Simple Communications

Sanyu Wellness Solutions

Keka Rehab Services

Various Ma Universities

Waltham Public School

Waltham Public Library

P&O Behavioral Services

Waltham Senior Center

Healthy Waltham

Kampala Unisex Beauty Salon

JF&Cs Jewish Family Services

Uganda Boston Community Association
Ace-African Community Education Worcester
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Thcmk you so much from Afrlccmo Waltham Fam IyI

Africano Waltham
703 Main Street Suit B
Waltham MA 02451
Ph: 617-372-3861
@africanowaltham
E: info@africanowaltham.org

www.africanowaltham.org




